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PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S ROUNDTABLE HONORS

PA CONVENTION CENTER AUTHORITY PRESIDENT & CEO

Ahmeenah Young to Receive PoWeR Award at Sept. 21 Anniversary Event

PHILADELPHIA –  Aug. 3, 2011 – Professional Women’s Roundtable (PWR) – providing networking, leadership, educational and personal growth opportunities to a diverse group of emerging women business leaders in the Greater Philadelphia region – will present its PoWeR Award to Ahmeenah Young, president & CEO of the Pennsylvania Convention Center Authority (PCCA), at its ninth anniversary event on Wednesday, September 21, 2011 (6-8 p.m., The Union League of Philadelphia, 140 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, 19102).


The PoWeR Award annually honors a woman in the greater Philadelphia region who has shown a commitment to helping junior women advance in their careers, as well as a dedication to her profession and community. Past honorees include LEADERSHIP Philadelphia CEO Liz Dow, Temple University President Dr. Ann Weaver Hart, Comcast Foundation Executive Vice President Charisse Lillie, Esq., and Pennsylvania Commission for Women Executive Director Leslie Stiles.


An influential voice in the tourism and hospitality industry for nearly three decades, Young leads the Center in developing its organizational procedures and policies to support its long-range goals and mission of providing the best customer-centric experience in the convention marketplace.

Young oversaw the $786 million expansion project that has increased the site’s footprint by nearly 60 percent to over one-million square feet of usable space. During a difficult recessionary period, the construction project, provided jobs for more than 2800 people who worked more than two million hours.  Achieving a women and minority-owned business participation rate of 32%, this project has become a model to be followed nationally.  The new center, which opened its doors on March 4, 2011,  is capable of hosting two major conventions or trade shows simultaneously in the largest contiguous space in the Northeast and is primed to generate more than $140 million in annual economic impact and over 2,000 hospitality related jobs.  


A key member of the management team credited with raising the profile of PCCA to a leading international convention destination, Young has served the organization over nearly three decades in various positions, including executive vice president and general manager, and director of affirmative action. Outside of PCCA, she was general manager of Philadelphia’s Independence Visitor Center and vice president of corporate diversity for SearchWide, LLC.  She has also been an entrepreneur, owning a supper club and a sneaker store.


Young is a staunch supporter of education, the arts, music, community economic development and entrepreneurship. She currently sits on the boards of National Association of Black Meeting Planners, Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, Welcome America!, Temple University’s School of Tourism and Hospitality, Philadelphia Academies, North Philadelphia Health Systems, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, National Forum for Black Public Administrators, Reading Terminal Market, Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC), Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau (PCVB) and the Philadelphia International Airport. Recognized for her professional and community leadership, she recently received Philadelphia Magazine’s Trailblazer Award. A lifelong resident of Philadelphia, Young attended Temple University.   

The fee to attend the Sept. 21st event honoring Ahmeenah Young is $25 for members (events pre-paid), $45 for members (events not pre-paid) and $55 for non-members, and includes wine and hors d’oeuvres. Space is limited. Please RSVP to BKoroncai@barrpino.com or call 215-628-9844, or register at https://www.cvent.com/events/pwr-join-us-for-our-9th-anniversary-event-/registration-194a51ac562546a89cd843100571f45a.aspx by Sept. 17, 2011.
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